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the jurisdiction of the State from which they have come,
is, therefore, a survival from bygone ages- The idea
which underlay the legal conception was that each State
was proud of its law—in many cases regarded it as
sacred—and would not extend its benefits to others.
When the Moslems conquered Syria, Egypt and Spain,
it never occurred to them to allow Unbelievers to share
the legal privileges conferred upon Moslem subjects.
But as, chiefly for commercial reasons, they wanted for-
eigners to come amongst them, they agreed to Capitula-
tions. When Constantinople was taken by the Turks
(1453 a.d.) they found the Genoese living in the walled
quarter of G-alata, under their own Consul and under
Capitulations entered into between them (the Genoese)
and the Greek emperors. These treaties were almost
immediately confirmed and ratified. Today the Capitula-
tions are practically what they were centuries ago. They
have suffered no essential modification, either in spirit,
or in language. But the regime they stand for is not now
normal and universal, but is exceptional; and what in
earlier days was intended as a disability and a penalty
(exclusion from the local jurisdiction), has turned into
a precious privilege.
Except in China and in Turkey, the capitulatory
regime no more prevails over vast areas. In Western
Europe the idea' of territorial sovereignty gradually
managed to obtain possession of the law and to national-
ize and secularize it. It is true that the Reformation,
because it severed the relationship of many peoples to
Rome, threatened to disrupt the law of nations as it then
were King James I, King Charles I, and Queen Elizabeth] having heretofore
also sent a noble personage with presents to this victorious porte, which is
the refuge and retreat of the Kings of the world, the most exalted places,
and the asylum of the Emperors of the Universe (which gifts were
graciously accepted), and she having earnestly implored the privilege in
question, her entreaties were acceded to, and these our high commands
coneeded to her.

